
EPA Headquarters Policy Announcements since January 2017 

EPA Withdraws Information Request for the Oil and Gas Industry 
Release Date: 03/02/2017 

EPA is withdrawing its request that owners and operators in the oil and natural gas industry provide information on 

equipment and emissions at existing oil and gas operations. 

Statement 

This Administration’s action will reduce burdens on businesses while we take a closer look at the need for additional 

information from this industry. Under the previous administration, EPA sent letters to more than 15,000 owners and 

operators in the oil and gas industry, requiring them to provide information on greenhouse gases.  

 

EPA to Reexamine Emission Standards for Cars & Light Duty Trucks, Model Years 2022-2025 
Release Date: 03/15/2017 

DOT Secretary Elaine Chao and Administrator Scott Pruitt will revisit the previous administration’s rule that finalized 

standards to increase fuel economy to the equivalent of 54.5 mpg for cars and light-duty trucks by Model Year 2025. 

Statement 

These standards are costly for automakers and the American people. The Department of Transportation announced 

that it would re-open the Mid-Term evaluation process and work with the EPA to complete the review in a 

transparent, data-driven manner. This thorough review will help ensure that this national program is good for 

consumers and good for the environment. 

 

EPA Administrator Pruitt Previews President’s Executive Order on Energy Independence 
Release Date: 03/26/2017 

Administrator Scott Pruitt previewed the upcoming executive order on the American Energy Independence. He laid 

out the core message of the pending action, saying job growth and a healthy environment aren’t at odds. 

EPA Administrator Pruitt Denies Petition to Ban Widely Used Pesticide 
Release Date: 03/29/2017 

Administrator Scott Pruitt signed an order denying a petition that sought to ban chlorpyrifos, a pesticide crucial to 

U.S. agriculture. 

EPA Administrator Sends Clean Power Plan Guidance Letter to Governors 
Release Date: 03/30/2017 

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent letters to state governors advising them that they are under no obligation to adhere 

to the Clean Power Plan (CPP) rule. 

Regulatory Reform Underway at EPA 
Release Date: 04/11/2017 

EPA’s Regulatory Reform Task Force, led by the Office of Policy, submitted a Federal Register notice today to solicit 

public comments on EPA regulations. 

EPA ADMINISTRATOR PRUITT STATEMENT ON OMB GUIDANCE ON REORGANIZING 
THE GOVERNMENT 
Release Date: 04/13/2017 

Administrator Scott Pruitt supports the Office of Management and Budget's guidance on implementing President 

Trump's plans for reorganizing the federal government and reducing the government workforce. 

EPA to Reconsider Oil and Gas Rule 
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Release Date: 04/19/2017 

EPA announced the agency’s intent to grant a reconsideration of the Oil and Gas New Source Performance Standards 

for New, Reconstructed, and Modified Sources Rule (NSPS Rule/Methane NSPS/Oil and Gas Rule/0000a). 

EPA Kicks Off Website Updates 
Release Date: 04/28/2017 

EPA.gov, the website for the United States Environmental Protection Agency, is undergoing changes that reflect the 

agency’s new direction under President Donald Trump and Administrator Scott Pruitt. 

EPA Extends Timeline for Pesticide Applicators Rule 
Release Date: 05/11/2017 

Administrator Scott Pruitt today announced a 12-month extension for implementation of the revised final 

Certification and Training of Pesticide Applicators (C&T) rule. 

Bill Signed by President Trump Gives EPA’s WIFIA Program Additional Help to Meet 
Communities’ Water Infrastructure Needs 
Release Date: 05/17/2017 

EPA’s Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program received an additional $8 million for credit 

subsidy in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2017, signed into law by President Donald Trump on May 5, 2017. 

EPA Budget Returns Focus to Core Statutory Mission 
Release Date: 05/23/2017 

The proposed Fiscal Year 2018 budget for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, announced today, provides 

$5.655 billion to help the agency protect human health and the environment. 

EPA Stays Landfill Methane Rules 
Release Date: 05/23/2017 

EPA announced a 90-day administrative stay for the August 2016 New Source Performance Standards and Emissions 

guidelines for municipal solid waste landfills. 

EPA to Extend Deadline for 2015 Ozone NAAQS Area Designations 
Release Date: 06/06/2017 

Administrator Scott Pruitt sent a letter to governors today to inform them of EPA’s efforts related to the National 

Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone promulgated in October 2015.   

EPA Extends RMP Effective Date to 2019 
Release Date: 06/12/2017 

Administrator Scott Pruitt signed a final rule to further delay the effective date of EPA’s Risk Management Program 

(RMP) Amendments an additional 20 months to allow the agency to conduct a reconsideration proceeding and to 

consider other issues that may benefit from additional comment. 

United States Resets Climate Change Discussion At G7 
Release Date: 06/12/2017 

Administrator Scott Pruitt announced that the United States stands firm on its decision to withdraw from the Paris 

Agreement and has reset the conversation about climate change reflective of the new priorities of the Trump 

Administration and the expectations of the American people. 

EPA Proposes Longer Stay of Portions of Oil and Gas Standards 
Release Date: 06/13/2017 

EPA is taking steps to ensure portions of the agency’s 2016 New Source Performance Standards for the oil and natural 

gas industry do not take effect while the agency works through the reconsideration process. 

EPA Marks Chemical Safety Milestone on 1st Anniversary of Lautenberg Chemical Safety Act 
Release Date: 06/22/2017 

Today, on the one-year anniversary of the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act, 

Administrator Scott Pruitt announced that EPA has met its first-year statutory responsibilities under the law. 
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EPA, U.S. Army Move to Rescind 2015 "Waters of the U.S." 
Release Date: 06/27/2017 

The Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Army, and Army Corps of Engineers (the agencies) are 

proposing a rule to rescind the Clean Water Rule and re-codify the regulatory text that existed prior to 2015 defining 

"waters of the United States" or WOTUS. 

EPA Proposes RFS Volumes Reflective of Market Realities for 2018 
Release Date: 07/05/2017 

EPA signed a proposed rule setting the minimum amount of renewable fuels that must be supplied to the market in 

calendar year 2018 under the Renewable Fuel Standards (RFS) program. 

EPA Announces Superfund Task Force Recommendations 
Release Date: 07/25/2017 
EPA’s Superfund Task Force released their report to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, providing 42 specific and detailed 

recommendations to streamline and improve the Superfund program. 

New Tool Helps Communities Access $10 Billion in Water Infrastructure Financing 
Release Date: 07/26/2017 
EPA is launching the Water Finance Clearinghouse, a web‐based portal to help communities make informed financing 

decisions for their drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure needs. 

Federal Partnership Launches Water Quality Challenge Piloting Low-Cost Nutrient Sensors 
for Local Decision-Making 
Release Date: 07/26/2017 
Today, a federal partnership launched a technology-accelerating water quality challenge to demonstrate how 

nutrient sensors can be used by states and local communities to help manage nutrient pollution. 

EPA Adds Superfund Sites to National Priorities List to Clean Up Contamination 
Release Date: 07/31/2017 
EPA is adding seven and proposing to add four hazardous waste sites to the Superfund program’s National Priorities 

List (NPL). 

Air Quality Continues to Improve, While U.S. Economy Continues to Grow 
Release Date: 08/02/2017 
EPA released its annual report on air quality, showing the significant progress the United States has made to improve 

air quality across the country. 

EPA Continues to Work With States on 2015 Ozone Designations 
Release Date: 08/02/2017 
EPA is moving forward with 2015 ozone designations, working with states to help areas with underlying technical 

issues, disputed designations, and/or insufficient information. 

EPA Eliminates New-Chemical Backlog, Announces Improvements to New Chemical Safety 
Reviews 
Release Date: 08/07/2017 
Following through with Administrator Pruitt’s commitment to eliminating the backlog of new chemical cases that 

were stuck in EPA’s review processes upon his confirmation, he is reporting that the backlog is eliminated. 

EPA Issues Guidance on State Coal Ash Management Permit Programs 
Release Date: 08/10/2017 
EPA released an interim final guidance to help states develop and submit permit programs for the safe management 

of coal combustion residuals (CCR), commonly known as coal ash, to EPA for review and approval. 

Updates to EPA’s EJSCREEN Provide Access to Important New Data 
Release Date: 08/16/2017 
EPA today launched its annual update of EJSCREEN, the Agency’s nationally acclaimed environmental justice 

screening and mapping tool. 
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EPA and the Army Seek Input in the Review of the Waters of the U.S. Rule 
Release Date: 08/25/2017 
EPA and U.S. Department of the Army (the agencies) will hold 11 sessions to give stakeholders an opportunity to 

provide recommendations on a revised definition of “waters of the United States.” 

EPA Approves Emergency Fuel Waivers for 38 States and Washington, D.C. 
Release Date: 09/07/2017 
As a result of the continuing impacts on Gulf Coast-area refineries and disruption to the fuel distribution system 

caused by Hurricane Harvey and the effects of large-scale evacuations in response to Hurricane Irma, Administrator 

Scott Pruitt today exercised EPA’s emergency fuel waiver authority to help ensure an adequate supply of fuel. 

EPA Finalizes Rule to Postpone Steam Electric Power Plant Effluent Guidelines Rule 
Release Date: 09/13/2017 
EPA has finalized a rule postponing certain compliance dates by two years for the effluent limitations guidelines and 

standards for steam electric power plants (ELG Rule) that were issued in November 2015. 

EPA to Reconsider Certain Coal Ash Rule Provisions 
Release Date: 09/14/2017 
EPA has granted two petitions to reconsider substantive provisions of the final rule regulating coal combustion 

residuals (CCR) as nonhazardous waste under subtitle D of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). 

EPA Launches Smart Sectors Program 
Release Date: 10/03/2017 
Administrator Scott Pruitt announced the launch of Smart Sectors, a partnership program between the Agency and 

regulated sectors focused on achieving better environmental outcomes. 

EPA Takes Another Step To Advance President's America First Strategy, Proposes Repeal Of 
"Clean Power Plan" 
Release Date: 10/10/2017 
Administrator Scott Pruitt issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), proposing to repeal the so-called “Clean 

Power Plan (CPP).” 

Administrator Pruitt Addresses National Tribal Operations Committee 
Release Date: 10/11/2017 
Administrator Scott Pruitt addressed the National Tribal Operations Committee (NTOC) where he spoke on pressing 

issues facing environmental leaders in Indian country and how best to collaborate on shared goals and challenges. 

EPA and States' Collective Efforts Lead to Regulatory Action on Dicamba 
Release Date: 10/13/2017 
EPA has reached an agreement with Monsanto, BASF and DuPont on measures to further minimize the potential for 

drift to damage neighboring crops from the use of dicamba formulations used to control weeds in genetically 

modified cotton and soybeans. 

Administrator Pruitt Issues Directive to End EPA "Sue & Settle" 
Release Date: 10/16/2017 
In fulfilling his promise to end the practice of regulation through litigation that has harmed the American public, EPA 

Administrator Scott Pruitt issued a directive today designed to end “sue and settle” practices within the Agency. 

EPA Helps Communities Grow Local Food Economy, Spur Revitalization 
Release Date: 10/19/2017 
Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released a new toolkit to help communities interested in using local 

foods to support downtown and neighborhood revitalization. 

Administrator Pruitt Meets with Superfund Stakeholders in Texas 
Release Date: 10/20/2017 
Administrator Scott Pruitt met with stakeholders at the Harris County Office who are monitoring cleanup efforts at 

the San Jacinto Superfund site that is contaminated with highly toxic dioxin. 
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EPA Releases Energy Independence Report 
Release Date: 10/25/2017 
Today, EPA released its final report on implementing President Trump’s executive order to curb regulatory burdens in 

order to promote energy production and economic growth while protecting human health and the environment. 

EPA Releases Guidance on Reporting Air Emissions of Hazardous Substances from Animal 
Waste at Farms 
Release Date: 10/26/2017 
Today, EPA is releasing guidance to assist farmers in reporting air releases of hazardous substances from animal 

waste at farms.   

EPA Enforcement Actions Help Protect Vulnerable Communities Across the Country from 
Lead-Based Paint Health Hazards 
Release Date: 10/27/2017 
As part of Lead Poisoning Prevention Week, EPA today announced 127 federal enforcement actions completed over 

the last year to ensure entities like renovation contractors, landlords and property managers are in compliance with 

regulations that require them to protect communities and the public from exposures to lead. 

Administrator Pruitt Issues Directive to Ensure Independence, Geographic Diversity & 
Integrity in EPA Science Committees 
Release Date: 10/31/2017 
Administrator Scott Pruitt issued a new directive today to ensure that any advisors serving on an EPA Federal 

Advisory Committee (FAC) are independent and free from any real, apparent, or potential interference with their 

ability to objectively serve as a committee member.   

EPA Announces Public Hearing on Proposed Repeal of Clean Power Plan 
Release Date: 11/02/2017 
EPA will hold a public hearing on the proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan in Charleston, WV on November 28-29, 

2017. 

EPA Announces Intention To Nominate Members To Three Important Federal Advisory 
Committees 
Release Date: 11/03/2017 
Administrator Scott Pruitt announced his intention to appoint members who will serve on the Board of Scientific 

Counselors (BOSC), the Clean Air Science Advisory Committee (CASAC) and the Science Advisory Board (SAB). 

EPA, Working with States and Tribes, Makes Final Attainment Designations for 2015 Ozone 
NAAQS 
Release Date: 11/06/2017 
Consistent with the states’ and tribes’ recommendations, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is moving 

forward with designations for close to 90 percent of the country. 

Administrator Pruitt Advances Effort to Keep EPA within Regulatory Lane with Proposed 
Repeal of Glider Provisions from Heavy-Duty Truck Rule 
Release Date: 11/09/2017 
EPA proposes to undo the regulatory overreach of the prior administration by repealing application of the Medium- 

and Heavy-Duty Truck Phase II Greenhouse Gas Emission and Fuel Efficiency Standards for the glider industry. 

EPA Celebrates Recycling Progress, Economic Contribution on 20th America Recycles Day 
Release Date: 11/15/2017 
Today, on the 20th America Recycles Day, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) celebrates the importance 

of recycling to our nation’s economy. 

EPA Announces Availability of $1.2 Million in Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-
Solving Cooperative Agreements 
Release Date: 11/16/2017 
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EPA announced today the availability of $1.2 million for Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-Solving (CPS) 

Cooperative Agreements. 

EPA and the Army Propose to Amend the Effective Date of the 2015 Rule Defining “Waters of 
the United States” 
Release Date: 11/16/2017 
EPA and U.S. Department of the Army (the agencies) are proposing to amend the effective date of the 2015 rule 

defining “waters of the United States.” 

EPA Assesses Sunken, Leaking Marine Vessels 
Release Date: 11/20/2017 
EPA is supporting Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and the U.S. Coast Guard in marine vessel recovery work. Teams 

continue to locate, assess and retrieve sunken, damaged and derelict vessels around Puerto Rico and the USVI. 

EPA is Clearing Out the Agency's FOIA Backlog 
Release Date: 11/21/2017 
EPA announced that the Agency is on track to significantly reduce the backlog of Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

requests received prior to 2017. 

DC Circuit Court Grants Trump EPA Request to Extend Deadline for Farmers to Report 
Emissions from Livestock Operations 
Release Date: 11/28/2017 
On November 22, 2017, in response to a request from the Trump administration EPA, the DC Circuit Court of Appeals 

effectively extended the deadline for farmers to report air releases of hazardous substances from animal waste at 

livestock operations until January 22, 2018. 

EPA Finalizes RFS Volumes for 2018 and Biomass Based Diesel Volumes for 2019 
Release Date: 11/30/2017 
EPA finalized a rule that establishes the required renewable fuel volumes under the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) 

program for 2018, and biomass-based diesel for 2019. 

EPA to Co-host National Brownfields Training Conference in Pittsburgh 
Release Date: 12/01/2017 
EPA and the International City/County Management Association (ICMA) are co-sponsoring the National Brownfields 

Training Conference in Pittsburgh Dec. 4-7 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center. 

EPA Determines Risks from Hardrock Mining Industry Minimal and No Need for Additional 
Federal Requirements 
Release Date: 12/01/2017 
EPA announced that the Agency will not issue final regulations for financial responsibility requirements for certain 

hardrock mining facilities. 

EPA Launches Cross-Agency Effort to Address PFAS 
Release Date: 12/04/2017 
EPA is announcing a cross-agency effort to address per and polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS). PFAS, which includes 

PFOA, PFOS and GenX, are a diverse group of compounds resistant to heat, water, and oil that are persistent in the 

environment and resist degradation. 

EPA Announces More Public Listening Sessions on Proposed Repeal of Clean Power Plan 
Release Date: 12/06/2017 
EPA will hold three additional public listening sessions on the proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan in San 

Francisco, Calif., Gillette, Wyo. and Kansas City, Mo.   

EPA Continues to Collect Hazardous Household Materials in the U.S. Virgin Islands; 
Announces Upcoming Collection Dates and Locations 
Release Date: 12/06/2017 
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EPA is working with local governments and residents in St. Croix, St. Thomas, St. John, and Water Island, U.S. Virgin 

Islands to keep hazardous materials out of the environment and minimize the amount of waste going to landfills 

through household hazardous waste collection events. 

President Trump Appoints EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt as Chair of the Gulf Coast 
Ecosystem Restoration Council 
Release Date: 12/06/2017 
Today, President Donald Trump appointed U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt as the 

new chairperson of the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council (Council). 

Administrator Pruitt Meets with National Environmental Justice Advisory Council 
Release Date: 12/07/2017 
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt met with members of the National Environmental Justice Advisory Council (NEJAC) to 

discuss Fiscal Year 2018 priorities including guidelines for meaningful public participation and EPA’s Superfund Task 

Force recommendations. 
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